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We Cancerve’s Callwood, Ellis Named to Harford Family House Board of Directors 
Callwood becomes the youngest member to hold a board appointment for the nearly 40-year-old nonprofit 

 
(Aberdeen, Md.) – We Cancerve Movement Founder Grace E. Gibson 
Callwood, a sixth-grade student at Edgewood Middle School, and her mother 
T’Jae Gibson Ellis, were both named to the Board of Directors for the Harford 
Family House, the largest provider of transitional housing for homeless 
families with children in Harford County, and the only organization in Harford 
County capable of keeping an intact family, including a father, together 
during the crisis of homelessness. Callwood is the youngest person named 
to Harford Family House’s board of directors and together, she and her 
mother make the first mother-daughter team to serve on the board at the 
same time. 
 
Both were appointed by the executive director along with four others added 
this year to the board of directors.  
 
“Harford Family House has a very strong Board leadership core in place, and 
we couldn’t be more excited about these new appointments,” said Harford 
Family House CEO/Executive Director Robin Tomechko. “Each of these 
individuals’ deep professional backgrounds and passionate commitment to 
end homelessness in Harford County will bring insightful perspectives, new 
connections and additional resources to our organization. I am especially 
thrilled to add 12-year-old Grace Callwood to our Honorary Board. She is a 
great example of the power of our youth to make a difference, and is an 
inspiration to all.” 
 
Callwood provides leadership and direction to her nonprofit organization, the We Cancerve Movement, Inc., as founder and 
chairwoman of her all-youth board of advisors. She first became involved with Harford Family House in 2011, shortly after being 
diagnosed with Stage IV Non Hodgkins Lymphoma. She donated brand new back to school clothes to two children who recently moved 
into the transitional housing with their parents, and upon learning of their happy reactions to the gifts, decided to help other children in 
vulnerable situations feel happy. She started the We Cancerve Movement, Inc., in 2012 creates projects that benefit homeless, sick 
and foster children.  “Threads of Hope,” her annual back-to-school clothing giveaway, to date, has presented more than 150 outfits to 
every child at Harford Family House since 2012.  In 2015, she served on the planning committee for Harford Family House’s major 
fundraiser “Hope in a Handbag” purse auction, and thanks to community support, created six signature “We Cancerve” purses for 
tweens and teens. She will resume her membership on the purse auction committee in 2017. In 2016, she deepened discussions with 
Harford Family House staff to explore more ways to invite youth involvement in ending homelessness. That same year, Harford Family 
House adopted Camp Happy, a free summer camp model Callwood created specifically for homeless children.  
 
Callwood was named a 2016 Nickelodeon HALO Award Honoree, winning a $10,000 academic scholarship from Denny’s and $20,000 
grant for her nonprofit; a 2015-2017 Peace First Fellow, winning a $25,000 prize that she split between her foundation and her future 
academic goals; 2015 Harford County’s Most Beautiful Person and 2013 “Making a Difference Award” from the Ecumenical Institute of 
Theology at St. Mary's Seminary.  Edgewood Middle School unveiled a new award in her honor in 2016 – the Golden Trumpet Award – 
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to recognize students’ community and academic excellence. Callwood was its first recipient. Callwood was also named the 2016 
Childhood Cancer Foundation’s Ambassador for Giant Foods' Pediatric Cancer program and a 2016 Hyundai Hero of Hope.   
 
Under her leadership, We Cancerve was named 2016 Honor Rows recipient by M&T Bank, the Baltimore Ravens and the Governor's 
Office on Service and Volunteerism for their community service; a Start a Snowball Foundation Grant recipient and a Karma for Cara 
Foundation microgrant recipient.   
 
Callwood serves on her school’s Student Government Association, plays trumpet in the school band, and dances at the Rage Box 
Contemporary Dance Company in Forest Hills and with Praise in Motion at St. James AME Church-Green Street, Havre de Grace.  
 
Her mother, T’Jae Gibson Ellis is a seasoned business strategist who specializes in reputation management through corporate 
communication, change management, nontraditional and grassroots outreach, and events planning. With a career that has stretched 
across the Federal government, commercial industry, academia and in the nonprofit sector, she has advised diverse clients on issues 
of national importance and has received awards and recognition for her reliable, results-driven service.  Ellis joined the US Army 
Research Laboratory public affairs office in 2009, and spent the past two years on a special assignment structuring the corporate 
laboratory’s enterprise-wide workforce engagement strategy. She began leading its media relations strategy in 2017 as part of the 
external communication team from her Aberdeen Proving Ground office.  She also serves business manager for her daughter’s 
nonprofit organization.  Ellis graduated magna cum laude from Wilberforce University with B.A. in Mass Communication (print 
journalism), and holds a M.S. in project management and a M.S. Certificate in Logistics Management both from Florida Institute of 
Technology. She’s a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. An Ohio native, she and her family live in Abingdon, Md. 
 
We Cancerve has established an accumulator fund with the Community Foundation of Harford County (CFHC). The We Cancerve Accumulator 
Fund will eventually become a permanent fund of CFHC to support the work of the We Cancerve Movement. Contributions made to the Community 
Foundation of Harford County are tax-deductible, and can be designated to the We Cancerve Accumulator Fund.  The Community Foundation of 
Harford County is a 501(c)(3) public charity (nonprofit) supported by the community through donations. For more information, visit 
www.wecancerve.org.  
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