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10-Year-Old We Cancerve Founder Creates “Camp Happy” for Harford Homeless Children 
The nonprofit organization teamed with Anna’s House on a four-week summer enrichment program starting June 22 

 
(Bel Air, Md.) – We Cancerve Movement Founder Grace E. G. Callwood, age 10, told a packed room of homeless mothers 
Monday night how at age seven she faced a life-changing challenge that inspired her to create initiatives to bring happiness 
to homeless, sick and foster children. She co-hosted a registration open house for Camp Happy with staff at Anna’s House, 
a Bel Air homeless shelter. The camp kicks off June 22.  
 
Callwood created the free, four-week camp with ‘happiness’ in mind, which is a pillar of her nonprofit organization that she 
founded in 2011 while in chemotherapy as a pediatric oncology patient.  “I was sad a lot because I was too sick to go to 
school and see my friends, and sometimes I was too sick to have friends come over or to go to sleepovers with friends. I 
just wanted to have fun; I wanted to run and play, and ride my bike and roll down a hill in the snow, and do anything that 
was out of a hospital,” Callwood reflected of her journey through Stage IV Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma. “But my body 
sometimes wouldn’t let me do that so my family came up with all kinds of creative ways to help me have fun. That’s what 
we’re trying to do with this camp.” 
 
She said she worked on the schedule almost every night after homework with her mother for a week. “We had the most fun 
creating the worksheets and activities, but it was especially fun coming up with quirky questions for a quiz about some of 
our favorite superheroes. We also made up some games like “Kryptonite,” which is really a game about spotting things 
outside that could be dangerous to us,” said Callwood.  “It’s a lesson on safety about things we should avoid.” 
 
She said the camp is “full of fun and enriching activities planned for all ages this summer. Our activities include arts and 
crafts, outdoor play and enriching bridge activities to keep children’s brains ready for the next school year.” 
  
She said she developed this camp for Anna’s House because “we want homeless children to have a great learning 
opportunity during the summer as well as a fun camp to enjoy. We chose Anna’s House because we are inspired by their 
faith-based foundation and because We Cancerve wants to help as many homeless children as possible."  
 
“I have been telling everyone I know about Grace, her amazing We Cancerve team and the summer program, ‘Camp Happy’, which 
they are bringing to our Anna’s House kids this summer.  I can’t stop talking about all the exciting things they have planned for our 
children and teens.   ‘Camp Happy’ truly is an - above and beyond - answer to our prayers.  We are all so blessed and inspired by 
Grace, her story and her desire to make a real and lasting difference in the lives of children and families experiencing homelessness,” 
said Cynthia Wood, Anna’s House executive director. 

 
Each week, Camp Happy will focus on a different topic. During the first week, they’ll become Young Explorers and explore 
the world of insects and different careers. “We’re also going to explore science and we have scientists from the Army 
Research Laboratory coming to show us chemistry experiments, and do kid friendly demonstrations about the brain,” 
Callwood said.  Other weekly themes include Super Heroes week, Photography Week and Carnival week.  
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“For the last week, we will design and build carnival games and we will win real prizes. I can’t wait to see what games the 
kids come up with and I’m excited to build with them.” 
 
Every day, ‘Happy Campers,’ as they will be called, will spend 35 minutes reading during time set aside called “D.E.A.R.”, or 
drop everything and read. Callwood said she teamed with the Harford County Public Libraries to register children in the 
library’s summer reading program. 
 
Anna’s House provides transitional and permanent housing for homeless women and children in Harford County, and helps 
them on the road to self-sufficiency. Since opening in 1991, Anna’s House has grown to include eight transitional housing 
units onsite and nine graduate housing sites located throughout the community. Each client receives weekly case 
management targeting her particular needs and strengths, plus training in life skills, job readiness, parenting and coping 
skills to increase self-esteem. Clients develop a financial plan to reduce debt and plan for a brighter future. They also 
receive transportation to training classes, job interviews, employment and day care. Both onsite and community-based 
social activities are provided for residents and their children to nurture their emotional well being. 
 
The We Cancerve Movement is a nonprofit organization that creates giving opportunities that can be supported by the 
community to bring happiness to homeless, sick and foster children. It was founded in 2011 by Callwood when she was a 
pediatric oncology patient. She completed chemotherapy in April 2014 and remains cancer free. She is now 10 years old.  
With faith in God as its inspiration, the We Cancerve Movement’s operational posture is based on the belief that love is 
active, strong, urgent, practical and possible, and that solutions are swift because happiness shouldn’t have to wait. 
 
Since 2011, the We Cancerve Movement has donated cash and gifts to homeless shelters, local hospitals and group homes 
totaling almost $10,000 in total value.   
 
We Cancerve has established an accumulator fund with the Community Foundation of Harford County (CFHC). The We 
Cancerve Accumulator Fund will eventually become a permanent fund of CFHC to support the work of the We Cancerve 
Movement. Contributions made to the Community Foundation of Harford County are tax-deductible, and can be designated 
to the We Cancerve Accumulator Fund.  The Community Foundation of Harford County is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
(nonprofit) supported by the community through donations. For more information, visit www.wecancerve.org.  
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The Camp Happy Summer Weekly Themes 

 
June 22 - June 25: Young Explorers 
 
Get ready to explore the world around you in a fun and educational way.  Let’s 
explore the world of plants, trees and flowers; things that crawl; science and 
experiments and careers.  
 

 
June 29 – July 2:  Superheroes! 
 
Everyone has a super power inside of them. During this week, we’re going to unlock the mystery of our untapped super 
powers by exploring the powers of our favorite super heroes. We’ll even get a chance to create our own super hero.   
 
July 6 – July 9: Say Cheese! 
 
Let’s explore common and familiar places and search out the beauty around us everyday.  During this week, children will 
learn photography basics and will take real pictures with digital cameras. The culminating event will be a slide show of their 
works! 
 
July 13 – July 16: Camp Carnival 
 
During this entire week, our campers will create our own carnival games that we’ll play on Thursday, the last day of camp! 
Every game has a prize! This will be a spectacular week. Kick your creative energy into gear and join the fun at our closing 
event.  
 


