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Maryland Governor Picks Callwood as Top Youth for Community Service Honor 

 

(ANNAPOLIS, Md.) – Grace Callwood, 13, was named the 2017 Youth Honoree of the Maryland Governor’s Service Award, 
presented by the Governor’s Office on Service and Volunteerism.  She recognized during their 34th annual awards program on 
November 2 at the Children’s Theater of Annapolis.  She is the founder of the We Cancerve Movement, Inc.  
 
These awards recognize Marylanders for their significant volunteer contributions to the state and its people and for working to 
change Maryland for the better. This year, the awards recognized service during 2016 (or longer for a lifetime achievement).  The 
recipients all demonstrated sustained volunteer commitment to meeting Maryland’s most pressing human and/or environmental 
community needs; engaged in meaningful volunteer service that makes a measurable difference in the community; represented 
extraordinary acts of generosity and kindness; and through volunteerism, have an impact on the greater community. 
 
A total of 17 honorees received awards in the categories of: Youth, Emerging Leader, Individual, Lifetime Achievement, Member 
of the Board, National Service, AmeriCorps Alum, Faith- Based, Exemplary Service Learning, Group/Team, Non-Profit Volunteer 
Program, Corporate Business, First Responder, State Employee, Veteran, and the prestigious Champion of Service. 
 
“Our administration is proud to recognize outstanding individuals and organizations that have demonstrated extraordinary service 
to their communities and our state,” said Maryland Governor Larry Hogan. “We are working tirelessly to improve the quality of life 
of our citizens, and we are fortunate that we are not alone in our efforts. Congratulations to all of our honorees and thank you for 
the work you do every single day.” 
 
Callwood, whose nomination was considered among youth representing Maryland’s 24 counties and 25 school districts, was 
recognized for work she and all-youth board of advisors performed in 2016 to bring happiness to sick, homeless and foster 
children.  
 
Callwood’s We Cancerve Movement was inspired in November 2011, about a month after she was diagnosed with Stage IV Non-
Hodgkins Lymphoma.  She learned that two little girls moved into Harford Family House, a transitional housing program for 
homeless families, shortly after losing everything they owned in a fire.  Chemotherapy caused Callwood to rapidly gain weight; 
she could not fit any of the brand-new back to school clothes so she decided to donate them to the girls.  Their happy reaction 
encouraged Callwood to create the “Threads of Hope” initiative in 2012, and since then, she’s made sure every child at Harford 
Family House receives a back-to-school outfit and socks.  In 2012, she also created the We Cancerve Movement, Inc. 
 
To date, We Cancerve has donated 1,193 Eggstra Special Easter Baskets to area homeless, sick and foster children since its 
first donation in 2012.  Under her leadership, We Cancerve has donated more than $10,500 in cash grants and $25,000 in 
products to four hospitals including Sinai Hospital in Baltimore and University of Maryland Upper Chesapeake Medical Center in 
Bel Air; eight homeless shelters and transitional programs including Eastside Family Emergency Shelter, Harford Family House 
and Anna's House; local feeding ministries The Sharing Table and St. John's Episcopal Church's Cupboard; and a foster care 
group home for teen girls.  Donations also include more than 200 new and like-new back-to-school clothes to homeless youth in 
We Cancerve's Threads of Hope initiative; more than 400 TransFUNers kits to help hospitalized children decorate their IV 
poles; and more than 140 pounds of school supplies to children in Maryland and Kenya, East Africa. This is just a sample of 
works We Cancerve's all-youth board of advisors has rendered to benefit homeless, sick and foster children. 
 
For more information, please contact the We Cancerve Movement, Inc., at peoplewhocare@wecancerve.org.   
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