
Second grader Brody Hichkad, of Fountain Green Elementary School in Bel Air, 
Md., has a special bond with We Cancerve Movement Founder Grace Callwood, 
a fifth grader at William S. James Elementary School in Abingdon. Both have 
experienced the devastation of cancer; Brody’s mother died last year from the 
disease, six months after Grace completed her own chemotherapy regimen.   
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Grief to Gifts: Fountain Green Elementary School Students Create 205 ‘TransFUNers’ for Pediatric Patients 
 
(Bel Air, Md.) – Brody Hichkad, age 7, counted one-by-one 
the number of pipe cleaners that were neatly piled into large 
aluminum pans displayed with other crafts on tables in 
Fountain Green Elementary School’s cafeteria this month.  
 
“605” pipe cleaners, he politely exclaimed to his second grade 
teacher Keisha Nandalal, who organized a two-night project to 
help Fountain Green second graders cope with recent losses 
at school and in their families to cancer, including the loss of 
room mom Amanda Hichkad, Brody’s mother. 
 
“Amanda died from a recurrence of cervical cancer on 
September 23, 2014. She was 41 years old.  Amanda was 
first diagnosed with cervical cancer in the fall of 2008.  She 
was treated and in remission for three and a half years.  Her 
cancer recurred in the fall of 2012. She was treated with 
surgery, full chemo, radiation and multiple alternative 
medicines.  Unfortunately, her cancer continued to spread up 
until her passing,” remembered Brody’s father Tejan Hichkad.   
 
“Even after her death, Amanda continues to be an example to 
her many friends and family of how to be positive even in the 
face of a difficult situation and always look for ways to help 
others in their time of need.  Brody and his brothers (Grayson, 
13, an 8th grader at Southampton Middle School and 
Cooper, 10, a 5th grader at Fountain Green Elementary) 
understand this and have a special place in their heart for 
causes that help those fighting cancer.” 
 
Second graders joined Brody at Fountain Green December 2 and December 16 to stuff TransFUNers kits, which are a zipper-lock 
gallon storage bag filled with a new pillow case, markers, glitter, glue, stickers and felt squares, and other craft items, that are given to 
pediatric patients to decorate their IV poles.  Fountain Green students delivered 205 kits to the University of Maryland Upper 
Chesapeake Medical Center December 17 after school.  
 
“TransFUNers transform transfusions into fun,” said Grace E. G. Callwood, age 11, who created these craft packages during her nearly 
30+ months of chemotherapy as she fought Stage IV Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma.   
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“I remember one time I was in the hospital getting a blood transfusion and I wanted to find a 
way to cover it up because it looked horrible. So, I got permission to use a pillowcase and 
decorate it. I used glitter, feathers, stickers and markers and I made it look pretty. Then I 
walked around to show everyone and I was happy,” reminisced  Callwood, who diagnosed 
at age seven in 2011.  Callwood created the We Cancerve Movement in 2013 as a nonprofit 
organization that creates giving opportunities that can be supported by the community to 
bring happiness to homeless, sick and foster children.  
 
TransFUNers kits are among the five primary projects We Cancerve created to help 
pediatric patients, mostly those with cancer.  Since its beginning, We Cancerve has donated 
cash grants, Eggstra Special Easter baskets, Beach in a Bucket, toys and games, Books & 
Buddies and TransFUNers kits to Sinai Hospital in Baltimore and the University of Maryland 
Upper Chesapeake Medical Center in Bel Air. In 2013, the charity donated movies and 
music to the University of Maryland-Upper Chesapeake Medical Center’s pediatric in-patient 
library.  
 
“The teachers knew we wanted to do something with our students that involved helping 
individuals with cancer.  If we can create baskets for children with cancer or make and 
donate something to help, I know that will ease a lot of the pain associated with our losses,” 
Nandalal said.  
 
“I’m excited that the students at Fountain Green want to create TransFUNers kits. This 
project means so much to me personally because of my own experiences in the hospital. I 
just hope they had fun putting together the kits because I know the children who will receive 
the kits will have fun making them,” said Callwood, a fifth grade student at William S. James 
Elementary in Abingdon.  
 
To learn more about TransFUNers kits and the We Cancerve Movement, please view 
our video and visit our website. 
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Top, a hand-made get well card from a 
student at Fountain Green Elementary 
School in Bel Air. Below, Grace Callwood 
shows the TransFUNer made for, and 
presented to her by family friend Rev. Angela 
Martin immediately following Grace’s first 
board meeting in 2013. 

https://youtu.be/symivfWU8lU
http://www.wecancerve.org/

