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Abingdon Girl Wins $25,000 Fellowship for Peacemaking Work 
We Cancerve Movement creates opportunities to bring joy to the most vulnerable children: homeless, sick, foster children  
 
(Abingdon, Md.) Today, Grace E. G. Callwood, who turned 
11 in September, was named a 2015 Peace First Fellow. 
She is one of five winners selected from more than one 
thousand applicants nationwide. Callwood - who is the 
founder of the We Cancerve Movement, a local nonprofit 
that brings happiness to homeless, sick and foster children 
- is the youngest fellow named this year. She’s a fifth grade 
student at William S. James Elementary School.  
 

Peace First is a national nonprofit dedicated to creating the 
next generation of peacemakers. The Peace First Prize is a 
national award recognizing youth peacemakers, ages 8-22, 
who are leaders focused on making lasting social change 
in their communities by connecting across lines of 
difference with compassion, standing up for others and 
ideals with courage, and creating collaborative change by 
leading with others. The winners will receive a 2-year, 
$25,000 Fellowship to further their peacemaking work. This 
is the third year Peace First prizes have been awarded. 
 

“When I heard that I was one of the five people that won, I 
was so excited I didn't know what to do,” exclaimed 
Callwood, an honor student at William S. James 
Elementary School. “I know my family was excited as well 
because my grandma practically jumped up and down, my 
mom and dad were both crying tears of joy, and I was just 
too excited to move. I couldn't believe that they picked me, 
especially after looking at all the other finalists’ biographies 
and the work they do. I am so grateful and excited that I 
won!” 
 

Callwood founded the We Cancerve Movement in 2011, at 
age seven, months after being diagnosed with Stage IV 
Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma.  She started with donations to 
homeless shelters, then quickly rallied friends to support 
fundraisers and teamed with youth from her church, Ames 
United Methodist Church in Bel Air, on a major Easter 
basket giveaway.   
 

-more- 

Contact: 
We Cancerve Movement 

PeopleWhoCare@WeCancerve.org 
202.491.3586 

Above: Grace Callwood, in 2014, prepares Easter Baskets for homeless, 
sick and foster children with mother T’Jae Gibson Ellis, center, and 2014 
We Cancerve Board Member Alexandra “Lexa” Goffin.  Below: Callwood, 
center, with members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Anthony Dorsey 
and Michael Bennett, at an October 2015 community service project. The 
Omegas joined the We Cancerve Movement volunteers in cleaning and 

setting up two apartments – new homes for single mothers and their 
children who were homeless.  
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In 2013, Callwood named an all-youth board of advisors. Under her leadership, We Cancerve has donated more than $10,000 in 
cash grants and products, including more than $1,100 cash raised from a lemonade sale and other fundraisers to Sinai Hospital 
and Casey Cares Foundation.  
 

To date, We Cancerve has donated 318 Easter baskets and 210 new toys and gifts to homeless, sick and foster children; 140 
back-to-school outfits to every child living at Harford Family House during the start of school for the past three years; 65 winter 
coats for homeless children, and 150 TransFUNers kits and 41 Beach in a Bucket kits to pediatric patients. We Cancerve hosted 
several events for teen foster girls including a beauty night, movie and pizza night and most recently, a line dance party. In 2015, 
We Cancerve created and sponsored Camp Happy, a summer enrichment program created specifically for children living at 
Anna’s House, a homeless housing program for women and children in Bel Air. Camp Happy II will launch in summer 2016 at 
Harford Family House in Aberdeen. 
 

Callwood intends to use the prize money to help offset costs associated with projects she creates for homeless, sick and foster 
children. A portion of her winnings will be invested for her future educational pursuits. 
 

“We are constantly telling young people that when they grow up, they can change the world. But why wait? Our prize winners 
understand that young people can be just as effective as adults in leading positive change in our society,” stated Eric D. Dawson, 
President and co-founder of Peace First. “These young people are part of a larger movement to be the change they want to see 
in the world, and we are excited to support their work.” 
 

According to the Peace First organization’s website, the five inspiring young people were selected as 2015 Peace First Fellows 
because through their compassion, courage and ability to collaborate with others, they have been the driving force behind 
positive changes in their communities. The five winners are listed here: 
 

 Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, age 15, Boulder, CO: Xiuhtezcatl founded Rising Youth for Sustainable Earth (RYSE), which 
combines a council of 13 youth leaders with the advice of a council of elders that plan global actions to address the issue 
of climate change. Xiuhtezcatl addressed the UN General Assembly on Climate Change on June 29, 2015. Xiuhtezcatl’s 
Prize application video can be viewed here.  
 

 Yasmine Arrington, age 22, Washington, DC: Yasmine’s organization, ScholarCHIPS, provides college scholarships, 
mentoring, and a sense of community to children of incarcerated parents. Yasmine pursued higher education despite 
battling the stigma of her father’s incarceration throughout her childhood. Yasmine’s Prize application video can be 
viewed here.  
 

 Grace Callwood, age 10, Abingdon, MD: Grace is a cancer survivor who founded We Cancerve in 2011 to improve the 
quality of life of young people who are sick, homeless, or in foster care. To date, We Cancerve has donated over 150 
outfits and 60 coats to the homeless, and hosted beauty, movie, pizza and dance party nights for teen foster girls. 
Grace’s Prize application video can be viewed here.  
 

 Jasmine Babers, age 19, Rock Island, IL: Jasmine founded Love GIRLS Magazine, a quarterly publication that 
distributes 12,000 free copies nationally and sponsors the Love Awards ceremony, which promotes self-esteem and 
confidence in girls everywhere. Jasmine published the magazine after seeing the devastating effects of bullying, and to 
create a space where girls lift each other up instead of tear each other down. Jasmine’s Prize application video can be 
viewed here.  
 

 Brennan Lewis, age 18, Apex, NC: Brennan’s organization, Queer NC, is a safe space for LGBTQ youth in rural North 
Carolina to connect with and educate one another, empowering them to make positive change in their communities. 
Queer NC serves 500 youth across the state through meetups, social media, seminars, leadership trainings, and 
dances. An additional 80 youth have participated in QueerNC’s ASPYRE leadership camp, an annual weekend-long 

http://peacefirst.org/prize/2013-12-09-14-50-21/2015-prize-winner/item/498-xiuhtezcatl
http://peacefirst.org/prize/2013-12-09-14-50-21/2015-prize-winner/item/499-yasmine
http://peacefirst.org/prize/2013-12-09-14-50-21/2015-prize-winner/item/496-grace
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camp that empowers and assists participants in designing their own action plan to create positive change. Brennan’s 
Prize application video can be viewed here.  

 
### 

 
PEACE FIRST: Peace First, www.peacefirst.org, is a nonprofit (501(c)(3)) public benefit corporation that exists to create the next 
generation of peacemakers by teaching, modeling and valuing youth peacemaking.  
 
PEACE FIRST PRIZE PARTNERS: Prize partners include: lead investor, The Pershing Square Foundation; media partners USA 
Network and CNN; Presenting Nominators: American Association of School Administrators, America’s Promise Alliance, 
American Federation of Teachers, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys and Girl Clubs of America, The Bully Project, Campus 
Compact, City Year, Communities in Schools, generationOn, Girl Scouts, Mentor, Teach for America, Young Women’s Christian 
Association and the 4-H Council; legal partner: Goodwin Procter; general partners Drew A. Katz Foundation, 1440 Foundation, 
Babson Capital, and NTT Data; and celebrity ambassadors: National Spokesperson America Ferrera, Board member Rashida 
Jones, Monique Coleman, Rachel Crow, Vera Farmiga, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, Kat Graham, Ian Harding, Avan Jogia, Debra 
Messing, Daniella Monet, Rosie Perez, Amy Poehler, Mark Ruffalo, Andy Samberg, Peter Sarsgaard, Cody Simpson, and Sofia 
Vergara. 

http://peacefirst.org/prize/2013-12-09-14-50-21/2015-prize-winner/item/495-brennan

