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Abingdon Student Recognized in Two Categories during Homeless Foundation’s Annual Breakfast 
 
(Aberdeen, Md.) – Nine-year-old Grace E. G. Callwood, of Abingdon, was recognized in two categories during the Harford 
Family House Volunteer Breakfast November 5, at the Wetlands Golf Course in Aberdeen. She was one of the youngest 
honorees during the nonprofit’s annual event. 
 
Harford Family House is the largest provider of transitional housing for homeless families with children in Harford County. It 
is the only organization in Harford County capable of keeping an intact family, including a father, together during the crisis of 
homelessness. Their goal is to end homelessness in Harford County, one family at a time. 
 
Callwood was recognized in the Student Volunteer category for three events she spearheaded in 2013.  In January, 
Callwood donated new and like-new toys to Harford Family House residents. In March, she led an initiative with Kids For 
Christ Youth Group at Ames United Methodist Church in Bel Air that resulted in 72 Easter baskets being donated to children 
living at Harford Family House. In September, she encouraged her peers, and their parents, to join her “Threads of Hope” 
initiative, giving new school outfits – including socks – to every child at Harford Family House. 
 
“I was surprised I was nominated for these awards and I feel special that they wanted to honor me,” said Callwood. 
 
Executive Director Joyce Duffy said, “We’re so happy when we see young people who care about other people’s needs, and 
who want to spend their time doing that at Harford Family House rather than playing a video game or watching television.” 
 
In FY 2013, Harford Family House provided shelter to 44 families, or 146 individuals, 96 who are children at a cost of $25.08 
a night. In addition, 22 families exited the program this year finding jobs and permanent housing.  This year alone, they’ve 
provided 20,670 nights to homeless families, but were unable to meet all requests from those in need.  Seven hundred 
requests, which could represent an individual or an entire family, were denied services because of lack of resources, said 
Joyce Duffy, executive director. Earlier this week, however, the nonprofit received a $10,000 grant from Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation. 
 
“No one should be homeless in America, but should any child be homeless?” Duffy rhetorically asked during the breakfast.  
 
Callwood was the only student recognized in the Special Achievement Category, which recognized “people who have gone 
above and beyond to help Harford Family House. How fabulous it is that one of our volunteers being recognized is a girl of 
Grace’s age,” said Joyce Duffy. 
 
“It feels good to help others because it makes other people happy. I like helping Harford Family House because I get to help 
kids who don’t have very much. I got inspired by God to help people,” Callwood said during her acceptance speech.   
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Founded by a faith community, Harford Family House also recognized “outstanding churches” among its award categories. 
This year’s prize went to Mount Zion United Methodist Church of Bel Air, whose pastor Rev. Craig McLaughlin, said in his 
acceptance speech “my hope is that every church in Harford County will sponsor a home, a family or an individual. That is 
my prayer.” 
 
Churches, groups and individuals may sponsor apartments at Harford Family House.  To see Harford Family House’s wish 
list, please visit www.harfordfamilyhouse.org. 
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Left, Joyce Duffy, executive director of Harford Family House, recognizes Grace Callwood during the nonprofit’s annual volunteer recognition 

breakfast.  Right, Grace Callwood displays the two certificates she received for her volunteer efforts. (Photos by NeAnni Y. Ife) 
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