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Elementary Student Creates “Threads of Hope” as Back-to-School Project for Area Homeless Children 
 
(Aberdeen, Md.) –   So that homeless children could go back to school with new outfits, eight-year-old Grace Callwood 

launched the “Threads of Hope” initiative that in less than 20 days resulted in a donation of 76 complete outfits for the 34 

children living at Harford Family House.  

 

The children currently residing at Harford Family House are as young as five months old and as old as 19.  

 

Harford Family Housing is the largest provider of transitional housing for homeless families with children in Harford County.   

Harford Family House is the only organization in Harford County capable of keeping an intact family, including a father, 

together during the crisis of homelessness.  

 

The outfits – tops, bottoms and socks – were placed in gift bags, backpacks and duffle bags donated by a group of 

individuals who support Callwood’s “We Cancerve Movement.” 

 

“I loved giving to Grace's projects,” said Rosemarie O’Brien, a community activist.  “I want to continue helping Grace's 

projects!” 

 

“Threads of Hope” had 15 sponsors during this inaugural year, and many of those sponsors donated more than one 

complete outfit to these children.  In addition to complete outfits for the children, We Cancerve collected 20 extra pair of 

pants and 60 pairs of socks! 

 

“What’s exciting to me is that my child, through her own compassionate spirit, asked me to help her make the dream of a 

clothing closet for homeless children a reality. We’re not completely there but, as exciting, we’re a great deal closer to her 

dream because of the response we received to this call for help,” said T’Jae Gibson, Callwood’s mother.   

  
Callwood created the “We Cancerve Movement” in November 2011, after being diagnosed in early October with Non-
Hodgkins Lymphoma. She learned that two little girls moved into Harford Family House with their parents right before 
Christmas and they were in need of nearly everything.  Given that the chemotherapy regime caused Callwood to gain 
weight, she could not fit any of the brand new back to school clothes her parents bought her.   She donated them to the girls 
along with other items and thus began her “Threads of Hope” initiative.   
 
Callwood completes chemotherapy in February 2014. For more information, contact PeopleWhoCare@wecancerve.org.  
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Contact: 
We Cancerve Movement 

PeopleWhoCare@wecancerve.org 
202.491.3586 
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Seventy-two outfits were collected and packaged inside gift bags, 

duffle bags and backpacks as part of the We Cancerve Movement’s 

first “Threads of Hope” initiative to provide school clothes for all 

children at living at Harford Family House. 

Callwood’s mother T’Jae Gibson, Grace Callwood (center) and Joyce 

Duffy, executive director of Harford Family House shared laughter 

during the gift donation to residents at the transitional housing 

complex for families facing the crisis of homelessness. 

Friends since preschool, Callwood with eight-year-old Alexis Bell 

listen intently to Harford Family House Executive Director Joyce 

Duffy explain how families with children come to live at Harford 

Family House. Bell’s family sponsored nearly a dozen children. 


