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We Cancerve, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., ‘Sock It’ to Cold Weather for Homeless Youth, Families 
 
(Aberdeen, Md.) –  The thought that homeless children are 
sleeping outside in the cold, or in drafty shelters and motels led  
members of a youth-led nonprofit to partner with a local chapter of 
an international fraternity on a major socks drive. 
 
“I saw a Facebook post in October of a man holding a sign that 
read that socks are the most needed but least donated item for 
homeless people, so I wanted to do something to help them, 
especially homeless children,” said Grace Callwood, age 11, 
founder of the We Cancerve Movement. She rallied her all-youth 
board of advisors and partnered with the Iota Nu Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., based in Aberdeen, on a drive to 
collect socks for area homeless shelters and organizations that 
serve homeless families. 
 
“It’s a scientific fact that if your head and feet are covered, then 
the rest of you will be warm. Homeless people travel by foot a lot, 
and because they walk so much, socks can be protection for their 
feet when they don’t have shoes.  Sometimes, when they do have 
shoes, their shoes get worn out and ruined from being outside in 
wet and rainy conditions, and even snow,” said Callwood, who 
conducted research on homeless issues after school for about a 
week.  “The only protection they have left then is their socks. 
That’s why we are having a sock drive. We want to protect their 
feet.”   
 
Their socks drive started Thanksgiving week with a goal to collect 
200 pairs of socks.  But word spread quickly; fourteen groups 
jumped on board to donate, and as of December 16, their 
partnership resulted in 914 pairs of socks from infant to adult 
sizes. A few dozen more are expected to come in by early next 
week.   
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Socks Drive project leads Grace Callwood, of the We Cancerve 
Movement, and Michael Bennett, of the Iota Nu Chapter of Omega 

Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. stand with nearly 900 pairs of socks they 
collected starting the week of Thanksgiving. 
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(Left) We Cancerve Board Member 

Addison Simpler garnered support 

from her peers with the Eastern Elite 

All-Stars Cheerleaders, who set up a 

collection box at their training center 

in Bel Air.  (Right) Board Member 

Alexis Bell stands with  some of the 

socks donated by her family and 

friends, classmates at Forest Lakes 

Elementary and a handful of local 

bowling leagues in Forest Hills.  
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“Once I presented the story of Grace to Iota Nu Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Inc, everyone agreed because of the efforts that 
a young lady was behind to assist less fortunate and [people] in shelters with items that they needed most,” said Michael 
Bennett, a member of the fraternity’s Iota Nu Chapter.  He said this fraternity brothers “took flyers and passed out to friends 
and coworkers so that we could meet Grace's goal.” 
 
“People are responding to this effort because it’s helping our local community with the needs of children and young adults. 
One of my donors stated she told her friends to donate socks to this cause instead of giving her a Christmas gift. I received 
25 pairs of socks from her and she stated I wish I could have provided more. People are inspired about donating to such a 
great cause, because when you mention babies thru teens, they know that everyone is not as fortunate as others to 
purchase items, even at low costs, that are most needed,” said Bennett. 
 

 

 
 
 

Organizations supporting the socks drive include: APG Civilian Personnel Advisory Center; Communication Electronics 
Command; Daisy Troop 1864; Eastern Elite All-Stars Cheerleaders; Forest Lakes Elementary School; Forest Lanes Bowling 
Alley; Fountain Green Elementary School; Lions/Lioness Clubs; Restoration World Ministries in Joppa; MG Warren D. 
Hodges Armory on APG South; St. Matthew AUMP Church in Havre de Grace; and U.S. Research, Development and 
Engineering Command. 
 
About We Cancerve Movement. The We Cancerve Movement is a nonprofit organization that creates giving opportunities that can be supported by 
the community to bring happiness to homeless, sick and foster children.  With faith in God as its inspiration, the We Cancerve Movement believes 
that love is active, strong, urgent, practical and possible.  For us, solutions are swift because happiness shouldn’t have to wait.  
 
About Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., is the first international fraternal organization founded on the campus of a 
historically black college.  Since its humble beginnings on the Howard University campus, the Omega Psi Phi fraternity continues to be on the front 
line, leveraging its power, influence and more than 100 years of commitment to the uplift of our people and our communities. According to its national 
website, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., is a unique group of men that encourages high standards; community service and assist in the building of 
character and leadership among men.  
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