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William S. James Elementary School teams with We Cancerve Movement for Coats to Homeless Youth 
 
(Abingdon, Md) – Abingdon-area school children collected more than 60 coats and jackets that will be donated to the 
Eastside Family Emergency Shelter in White Marsh Friday, December 12, to help homeless children – and their parents – 
stay warm this winter.   
 
The effort was sponsored by William S. James Elementary School in Abingdon and the We Cancerve Movement, a local 
nonprofit comprised of school-aged children who create programs and initiatives that provide immediate help to sick, 
homeless and foster children in the local area.   
 
“I am extremely proud of the William S. James students, school community and the We Cancerve Movement for coming 
together in order to help those in need,” said Benjamin D. Richardson, principal of William S. James Elementary. “We are 
teaching our students that there are so many ways to show ‘compassion’, our school-wide character trait focus for the 
month, in order to help others. It is inspiring to see our youth participating in community service projects such as this and 
quite honestly, it gives me great hope for our future.” 
 
Every year, the school sponsors a coat drive but the nonprofit counts four William S. James students among its all-youth 
board of advisors: Heaven Faust, Addison Simpler, Sarah Beall and Grace Callwood.  Recognizing their service to the 
community, Richardson said he was honored to see the school partner with the nonprofit.  
 
This year’s coat drive netted 35 coats, 16 jackets, 13 hoodies, five pair of snow pants, 44 pair of gloves, 36 hats and 19 
scarves.   
 
We Cancerve Movement is a charity founded in 2011 by Grace E. G. Callwood, a William S. James Elementary School 
fourth grader, when she was a pediatric oncology patient. Callwood completed chemotherapy in April 2014 and remains 
cancer free. The mission of the We Cancerve Movement is to represent and inspire a beloved community formed by 
persons who come together swiftly to support initiatives that result in giving opportunities that bring happiness to homeless, 
sick and foster children. 
 
Since 2011, the nonprofit has donated 172 Easter Baskets; provided more than $1,700 in cash grants to Sinai Hospital, 
Casey Cares Foundation and the Harford Family House; donated nearly 150 new and like-new back-to-school clothes to 
homeless youth; donated more than 150 TransFUNers kits to help hospitalized children decorate their IV poles; donated 
more than 140 pounds of school supplies to children in Maryland and Kenya, East Africa; and amassed almost 150 
community service hours.  
 
William S. James Elementary School is a community school within the Harford County Public School system that continually 
strives to develop its reputation as the hub for positive, child-centered activities in this neighborhood. The school has a 
welcoming staff that makes students want to come to school and put forth their best effort on a daily basis, its website 
states. The school community has a “student first” mentality and continues to do what is necessary to best prepare students 
for successful futures.   # # # 
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