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All-Youth Nonprofit Creates Boutique for Teen Girls in Foster Care in Bel Air 
 
(Abingdon, Md.) – A chic boutique opened May 15 in Bel Air at a group home for teen girls in foster care, thanks to the all-youth board of 
advisors for the We Cancerve Movement.  
 
The boutique offers an exclusive, free shopping experience for teen girls who come to live at the group home; some entering the premises in 
the cover of night with nothing more than the clothes on their backs, said Melody Baker, program director at the Arrow Child & Family Ministries 
facility.  
 
The boutique’s creation was inspired by We Cancerve Movement Founder Grace Callwood, who learned that some of the group home’s 
residents needed warm winter clothes appropriate for worship. Callwood said she learned of this need after some of the teens wore spring attire 
to a late fall memorial service for a slain roommate. The deceased woman, whose name is being withheld, aged out of the state’s foster care 
system just months after Callwood met her. 
 
Last May, We Cancerve hosted a line dance party at Arrow, where the deceased had taught Callwood and others the popular line dance “the 
whip and nae nae.”  When news came the young lady had been murdered, Callwood’s parents attended her memorial service.  
 
“Her memorial service was in early November 2015 and it had been cold and raining for weeks then,” remembered Callwood, age 11. She’s a 
5th grade student at William S. James Elementary School.  “I wasn’t allowed to attend the memorial service because my parents thought it might 
be too hard for me to hear any details of her death. When they told me they saw a few of the girls huddled together shivering and sharing a 
very small umbrella, I was sad to know that some of them didn’t have warm clothes for church or heavier coats or even an umbrella so I thought 
we should open a clothing closet for them.”  
 
Callwood’s idea quickly blossomed into a full boutique when the group home leadership gave them a former storage room and permitted We 
Cancerve to retrofit into a boutique.  

 
-more- 

Contact: 
We Cancerve Movement 
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202.491.3586 

Board Member Alexis Bell checks out a faux fur poncho at La 
Magnifique Boutique’s grand opening while teen group 
home residents look closely at fashionable separates in the 
background. 

Miss Tri-County, Md., Shenice Lewis, a University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore coed, made a surprise appearance at the 
boutique to congratulate We Cancerve on their latest project. 

http://www.wecancerve.org/


La Magnifique Boutique 
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Board Member Alexis Bell, age 10, came up with the design theme, which is “Paris” because “ever since I was a little kid I wanted to go to 
Paris.  I think that transporting the girls to Paris would make them feel really happy and it is fancy like the boutique,” she said.  
When Bell first heard We Cancerve was approved to launch the project, she said she was “so happy and I thought it was a great idea for a 
service project. I was so excited to get started right away I had so many ideas in my head.” 
 
Bell reached out to family and friends for new and like-new donations of clothing, jewelry, purses and shoes. Other donations came from St. 
James African Methodists Episcopal Church’s Daughters of Sarah Women’s Ministry, which donated clothes and shoes; Carpet and Flooring 
by Danny Lee in Edgewood, which donated a discontinued remnant; Lowes in Abingdon, which donated the pink and light grey paint that’s on 
the boutique’s walls and in the boutique’s dressing room; and the Aberdeen Lionness Lions Club, who donated a top-quality women’s trench 
coat.  Several individuals also donated new and like-new items.  

“Now that the project is finished, I feel really glad that I did it and that the girls will really like it.  I also was glad that I came up with the idea for 
Paris because it was exactly what I imagined in my head” said Bell, a Fountain Green Elementary School 5th grader.  “I feel very happy and 
good about helping those girls and I think it will stay in my heart for a long time.” 
 
The We Cancerve Movement is a nonprofit organization that creates giving opportunities that can be supported by the community to bring 
happiness to homeless, sick and foster children. 
 
According to its website, Arrow Child & Family Ministries serves children rescued from abuse through foster care, by recruiting, training, 
licensing and supporting Ambassador Foster Families as they provide therapeutic services from a Christian worldview. The ultimate goal is to 
transition these children back into a healthy environment with their biological families. Or, if that is not possible, provide a safe, nurturing 
home from which they can launch into a successful adulthood. 
 
To donate new clothing for teen girls to the boutique, contact the We Cancerve Movement at peoplewhocare@wecancerve.org.  

Special guest Linda Botts, Aberdeen Lioness Lions Club (second left) joins We Cancerve Board Members Marco 
Nandalal, Alexis Bell, Grace Callwood and Erin Acerno at the grand opening of La Magnifique Boutique. 
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